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MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY SOUTH HEIGHTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD VIRTUALLY ON TUESDAY 24th February 2021 at 7.00 p.m. 

 
 

Present: Councillors P Julian (Chairman), D Gravenor (from item 4), G Hazell,  
S Hitchcock, S Lo Fan Hin, A Turner (Vice Chairman) and D Twaits. 

In Attendance: S Mills (Clerk) 
                          

 

  
SHPC 
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1. Public Participation 
There were 32 members of the public present.  3 members of the public spoke regarding 
item 4.1, LDC Land Availability Assessment. 
 
A resident spoke on behalf of many local residents regarding the unsuitability of site 28NH 
for a development of 70 dwellings.  Concerns raised were an adverse impact on the 
character of the semi-rural downland hamlet; the visual impact of a large development in 
such an elevated position; exacerbation of flooding due to water being unable to drain; 
preservation of views from surrounding vantage points; maintaining safety of the highway 
due to lack of space to install a pavement; increased traffic flow on a steep hill with a blind 
bend; increase in traffic on surrounding roads including the A26 adding to its existing 
safety concerns; over-saturation of local amenities such as schools, GP’s and dentists 
which are already at capacity and the potential adverse impact on the wildlife and bio-
diversity of this Conservation Area and Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  A final point 
was made regarding the Council’s legal duty to "have particular regard and make a 
positive contribution to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character and 
appearance that define the special interest of such areas"; residents feel that this potential 
development would not enhance or make a positive contribution to the key characteristics 
of South Heighton which include the rural setting, the steep slope of Heighton Road with 
its concentration of historic and traditional buildings and the significant open spaces. 
 
A resident reiterated the first points made and raised a further concern regarding the 
parked vans and skip on the hill and the subsequent breaking up of the road surface.  A 
nearby development on Avis Road resulted in flooding due to the removal of the hill which 
acted as a natural soak-away and there is a concern this would happen with any 
development on site 28NH.    
 
A resident representing properties backing onto the site raised that the map outline cuts 
off the gardens and rear access to the properties they rent which is the main access to 
their homes.  The resident reiterated earlier concerns raised about the adverse effect on 
local wildlife and the removal of parking for existing residents.  
 
The Chairman thanked local residents for their views and confirmed that the Extraordinary 
Meeting was called, in the spirit of transparency and openness, as a Parish Council must 
ensure that decisions are made in a public meeting and represent the whole community.     
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2. Apologies - There were no apologies to note. 
 

SHPC 
21-034 

3. Declarations of Interest - There were no interests declared. 
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4. Planning 
4.1. LDC Call for Sites Land Availability Assessment 

The Chairman stressed that the LAA is not a public consultation but is the early stages 
of the formation of the District Council’s Local Plan, however the Council understands 
that this has attracted a lot of attention and wants to ensure that it is representing all 
residents when the Council submits it’s response to LDC. The Chairman suspended 
Standing Orders and invited Mr Leigh Palmer, Head of Planning for Lewes District and 
Eastbourne Borough Councils, to speak.   
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Mr Palmer thanked the members of the public that spoke and commended them for 
illustrating, very eloquently, the passion that the planning process brings to the fore in 
this sort of scenario.  Mr Palmer gave an overview of the current status of the Local 
Plan formation and the large housing target that LDC is required to attain to.  In autumn 
2020, local landowners in the Lewes District outside of the National Park, were invited 
to identify areas of land that they wanted to be considered for any form of development.  
The list of sites received has been sent to Towns and Parishes in the District and 
includes sites from earlier iterations of the Call for Sites process for re-evaluation.  
Town and Parish Council’s have been asked for their local intelligence around the sites 
put forward to feed back into the Call for Sites process for evaluation against a 
methodology, after which some sites will be progressed and others will not.  There will 
be a full consultation in the summer on the ‘Issues and Options’ document which will 
provide a chance for everybody to engage fully on proposed sites.  The District Council 
aims to land a new Local Plan before the Planning Inspectorate by late 2023.  Mr 
Palmer answered questions from the public and it was agreed that the Clerk will publish 
the methodology on the Parish Council website. 

 
District Councillor Johnny Denis reiterated the points made by Mr Palmer and 
acknowledged that residents and the land owner were rightly startled by the inclusion 
of the site in the Call for Sites.  The inclusion of the historic sites ensures that, when 
the Local Plan goes before the Planning Inspectorate, the District Council can 
demonstrate that no stone has been left unturned.  This will ensure the Local Plan is 
as robust as possible in identifying every possible site and helps prevent challenges by 
the Planning Inspectorate. 

 
Mr Nick Jones, Estate Manager for Glynde Estates, confirmed that the Trustees of 
Glynde Estates have no intention, at this time, of building circa 70 houses on site 28NH 
and queried why the historic sites are fed into the process before land owners are 
approached.  Lord Hampden has a long-standing association with South Heighton and 
Mr Jones would like to reassure residents and land users that the Parish Council would 
be approached regarding any possible development before it would be entered into a 
statutory process. 

 
The Chairman thanked Mr Palmer, Councillor Denis and Mr Jones for speaking and 
resumed Standing Orders. 

 
The Clerk gave Members an overview of 17 emails received by the Parish Council from 
residents, detailing resident’s concerns about any proposed development of site 28NH.  
The main concerns centred around traffic issues and an adverse impact on wildlife and 
local amenities.  The full breakdown of responses will be published on the Parish 
Council website. 

 
Members considered the item including comments received from residents, the land 
owner, Mr Palmer and District Cllr Denis and thanked the members of the public who 
have responded to this assessment.  The Parish Council represents the whole 
community and encourages residents to approach the Council with local issues, the 
contact details are on the Parish Council website. 
 
It was RESOLVED that South Heighton Parish Council strongly object to any proposed 
development on site 28NH and will respond to Lewes District Council with the local 
intelligence provided by residents and Councillors confirming the many reasons the site 
is considered unsuitable.  It was agreed that the Parish Council will accept 
correspondence from local residents, regarding specific reasons that the site may be 
deemed unsuitable, until midnight on the 28th February 2021. 
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4.2. Planning Applications 
Members considered the following applications:  
 
a) TW/21/0001/TCA | Area 1. Ash x15 - Semi-Mature & Mature Ash. Fell to base as 

displaying dieback within the crowns due to Chalara, in close proximity to public 
highway. Area 2. Ash x45 - Semi-Mature & Mature Ash. Fell to base as displaying 
dieback within the crowns due to Chalara, majority leaning over recreation grounds. 
| Recreation Ground The Hollow South Heighton East Sussex. 
The Chairman suspended Standing Orders and invited Mr Nick Jones, Glynde 
Estates Manager, to speak.  Mr Jones confirmed that the trees need to be removed 
due to the ash dieback pathogen brought into the country in 2012; being near a 
public highway and recreation ground, these trees present a greater risk.  To mitigate 
similar issues in the future, the Estate has planted 8000 new native hardwood trees 
over the last 2 years and is happy to work with the Parish Council and local 
community to put new trees into the area covered in the application during Autumn 
of this year.  The Chairman resumed Standing Orders. 
It was RESOLVED to support the application as presented. 
 

b) LW/21/0003 | Proposed new outdoor swimming pool and plant room | Manor 
Farmhouse Manor Farm Heighton Road South Heighton East Sussex BN9 0JH. 
It was RESOLVED, by a vote of 5 in favour and 2 abstentions, to support the 
application but request that the Planning Officer takes into consideration comments 
raised by the Parish Council in its meeting on 12th January 2021 [ref SHPC21-007/7] 
regarding this development concerning traffic management and parking on the 
public road. 
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5. Date and location of next Council Meeting 
It was NOTED that the next Virtual Ordinary Meeting of the Council will be on Tuesday 16th 
March 2021 at 7.00 p.m.   
 
 

 The meeting ended at 8pm 
 
 
Signed:          Date: 
 
Print Name: Cllr Paul Julian - Chairman South Heighton Parish Council 

 


