MINUTES OF THE SOUTH HEIGHTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON TUESDAY 30th July 2019 at 7.00 p.m.
AT THE VILLAGE HALL, HEIGHTON ROAD, SOUTH HEIGHTON
Present:
Councillors: P Julian (Chair), A Turner (Vice Chair), D Gravenor, G Hazell, S
Hitchcock and S Lo Fan Hin
In Attendance: District Councillor J Denis, S Mills (Parish Clerk)
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1. Public Participation
There were 2 members of the public present.
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2. Apologies
There were no apologies to note.
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3. Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest to note.
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4. Minutes
4.1. To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting on 25th June 2019
The Minutes of the meeting held on 25th June 2019, circulated prior to the meeting, were
AGREED and signed by the Chairman as a true record.
4.2. Matters Arising (not covered below)
There were no matters arising to note.
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5. Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman made the following announcements:
• The Parish Council have received a flyer for the Domestic and Sexual Abuse Recovery Project
which the Council fully supports. The flyer is on the Parish Council website and Facebook
page and will be placed on the village noticeboards.
• The Chairman thanked Cllr Hazell for contacting Hamilton Estates over the weekend following
another break-in at HMS Forward. New locks have again been place on the door and the
undergrowth leading to the door has been cleared to enable clearer views of anybody breaking
in.
• The A26 night works commence on 29th July and the road will be closed from 8pm to 6am. Full
details are on the Parish Council website and Facebook Page.
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6. Parish/District/County Councillor Reports
The following reports were made:
• District Councillor Johnny Denis gave an update regarding the lorry parking situation at
Newhaven Port. The port is undertaking a clear-up in preparation for the UK leaving the
European Union on 31st October 2019. The District Council will need it’s own portacabin to
work alongside existing bodies to perform additional checks to outgoing and incoming freight
and lorries will no longer be able to park overnight [this item is discussed further under minute
item SHPC19-128/13 below]. Cllr Denis will be attending the Joint Action Group Meeting for
anti-social behaviour on Thursday 1st August and has also taken on the role of Chair of the
Community Safety Partnership. Cllr Denis asked Councillors and residents to please get in
touch if they have any questions or issues for Cllr Denis or the District Councillors.
• Cllr Hitchcock has obtained a quote for the repair of the finger post near the Hollow. The Clerk
will add to the agenda for the September meeting during which the budget will be reviewed.
• Cllr Gravenor reported that he has received complaints from residents regarding dangerous
parking at the Hollow, particularly during football matches at the weekends and big events and
that this was posing an issue with people hiring the village hall at the weekends. It was agreed
that the Clerk will add an agenda item to the September meeting to discuss possible solutions
to the parking issue which could include potential additional parking areas and parking
restrictions to prevent long-term parking. Cllr Gravenor also reported that there has been a
spate of rural crime over the past 2 weeks with 3 lambs killed at Norton Farm in dog attacks.
Cllrs discussed how they could help Norton Farm and agreed that the Clerk will print off some
sheep-worrying posters to be obtained by Cllr Gravenor and the Councillors will affix these to
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the entry points in the Village that lead to Norton Farm. The Clerk will also post these on the
Parish Council website and Facebook page and residents will be asked to be vigilant in
reporting incidents. Cllr Denis said that he will also raise this issue at the Anti-Social
Behaviour Meeting on Thursday.
Cllr Hazell attended the last Village Hall Meeting and was asked to feed-back to the Parish
Council regarding car parking issues at the weekend adversely affecting the letting of the
Village Hall.
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7. DASHJFC Storage at the Hollow
The Chairman suspended Standing Orders and invited Mr Jason Novis, Chairman of Denton and
South Heighton Junior Football Club to address the Council. Mr Novis said that the club has been
very busy over the last 3 years rebuilding and that they are now at maximum capacity with teams
ranging in age from 6-16. FA legislation on goal sizes has changed so that the club will now have
to have 4 different types of goals. The club currently has PVC goals that slot together but have
received a grant to purchase the aluminium folding goals that will last 10-15 years; there is no
room on the existing footprint for storage of the new goals. The club also want to take more
responsibility for the maintenance of the pitch including mowing in-between contracted cuts and
requested permission to place a new container of approximately 20ft x 10ft adjacent to the bonfire
society container. Councillors raised concerns that an additional container at the Hollow would
lead to the area looking too industrial and Cllr Hazell asked what was happening regarding the
wood cladding for the original club-house container. Mr Novis said that he has been advised by
several specialists that if the skin of the container is pierced, it will reduce the life span of the
container from 20-25 years to 5 years. After some discussion, the Chairman resumed standing
orders.
It was RESOLVED to ask Mr Novis to submit a new request to the Parish Council containing an
aerial plan of the site to include the size and position of the proposed new container in addition to
possible methods to screen the container which may include adhesive cladding or some form of
natural screening.
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8. Parish Council Vacancy
The Clerk advised Members that the Vacancy Notice expired on 26th July. Ten or more electors
have not requested an election, therefore the Parish Council is able to proceed to co-option of
potential candidates at the next meeting on 10th September 2019.
Members NOTED the update.

SHPC
19-124

9. The Hollow
9.1. Hollow Project Update
The Clerk confirmed that the new wooden play bridge and bench will be completed by the end of
September. The Clerk has been trying to contact Nigel Morrison at LDC regarding paying back
the VAT deposit but understands there have been some personnel changes with the Council.
Chris Bibb has kindly offered to find somebody that can help calculate the interest which is
payable beyond the original deposit expiry date so that the deposit can be repaid in full.
Members NOTED the update.
9.2. Hollow Bookings
No booking requests have been received since the last meeting.
9.3. Monthly Play Inspection
Members received the following update regarding the previous play inspection:
• Cllr Hitchcock tightened the fittings on the xylophone. The missing cover is a specialist item
that cannot easily be replaced.
• The nuts on the swing seat were found to be very loose but were not on the last play
inspection report. These have been tightened.
Members reviewed the risks and issues identified in the current monthly play inspection
circulated prior to the meeting and agreed the following actions:
• Play Bridge – This is being replaced in September.
• Rope Swing – Cllr Turner will review and fix.
• Trees – these are addressed under item 9.3.
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Cllr Hitchcock also raised that a fencing rail has been deliberately broken.
It was RESOLVED to approve up to £25 for Cllr Hitchcock to purchase new timber to replace the
broken rail.
9.4. Tree Work
Cllr Julian updated Members regarding the work to fell and pollard the willow trees at the Hollow.
The work has been completed on time and the site has been left tidy. Members agreed that
Tree Wizard has done an excellent job and were very professional and cooperative in their work.
Cllr Gravenor suggested that the Council writes a letter of recommendation to Tree Wizard as
this is particularly important for a smaller company.
It was RESOLVED for the Clerk to write a letter of thanks and recommendation to Tree Wizard
on behalf of the Council.
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10. Village Green Project
Mr Jim Skinner, a local resident, attended the meeting to offer his services for the Village Green
Project. The Chairman thanked Mr Skinner for taking the time to volunteer his services and the
Clerk took Mr Skinners details. Cllr Turner confirmed that he and Cllr Hazell are meeting with
Paradise Park on 27th August to discuss potential ways that the Park can help with the project.
Members discussed the planned distribution of a pamphlet to ask about ideas to improve the
village green.
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk will put a pamphlet together to be distributed with the next
newsletter asking residents views with a reply deadline of 31st December 2019.
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11. Unregistered Footpaths and Byways Project
Cllr Gravenor gave an updated on the project. He has already had 14 routes suggested by
residents. Of these, 9 are already registered as rights of way but 5 are not and are being
progressed as potential DMMO applications. The Clerk will provide access to Parish Online
Mapping to Cllr Gravenor and will provide details of the local footpath ranger. Cllr Turner
mentioned a bridle path that goes through the Village Green, Cllr Gravenor will add this to his list to
review.
Members NOTED the update.
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12. Dog Waste Bin Collection Issues
The Chairman updated Members on the dog waste bin near the Old Forge which has not been
emptied on 3 separate occasions this year (26th February, 2nd April and 30th April). The collection
team have stated that they cannot get their vehicles up the footpath to collect. District Councillor
Emily O’Brien is aware and has been assisting with a resolution. Cllr Turner raised that the bins
are not numbered and LDC had promised to do this on 20th June 2018 but this is still outstanding.
Cllr Gravenor suggested that the Council asks for a rebate for the 3 missed collections.
It was RESOLVED for the Clerk to contact LDC to ask for a rebate for the 3 missed collections and
for the bins to be numbered. Cllr Julian will contact Cllr Julie Carr, LDC Cabinet Member for
Recycling and Open Spaces to raise the ongoing issue of missed collections.
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13. Newhaven Port Lorry Parking
On 18th May 2019, Councillors at Newhaven Town Council had a tour of Newhaven Port and were
advised of upcoming changes, due to the UK departing the European Union, which will impact
parking for lorries at the Port. Cllr Gravenor has been in contact with the Port to gather further
information which confirms that the marshalling yard, which currently provides parking for lorries
waiting overnight and at weekends, will no longer be available as the security gate is being moved
north of the yard next to the station. This is due to a post-Brexit requirement for ports and airports
to provide restricted zones for customs cleared items. As a result, lorries that currently use the
area for spending lay-off time will no longer be allowed to park in the terminal and will have to find
another area to park. The number of trucks currently using Newhaven as a ‘resting area’ before
departing for another port can reach 30/40 at a time, usually at the weekends. Peter Sharp, Head
of Regeneration at Lewes District and Eastbourne Borough Councils is meeting with Michael
Smewing, CEO and Port Manager, to discuss further and to review the plans this week.
Councillors expressed concern that there is limited parking for large HGV vehicles in the area and
that some of these lorries could attempt to park at the Hollow.

Minutes of the South Heighton Parish Council Meeting held on 30th July 2019

Page 3 of 4

It was RESOLVED for the Clerk to contact Peter Sharp to raise the Council’s concerns and to ask
for the Parish Council to be kept informed regarding the upcoming changes.
SHPC
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14. The South Heighton Tree Project Proposal
Cllr Gravenor requested that this project, to utilise unused spaces and verges in the village for tree
planting, is brought before a future meeting to allow Councillors to focus on the current projects.
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15. Planning
• No planning applications had been received since the last meeting.
• The Clerk advised Members that the South Downs Local Plan was formally adopted on 2nd July
2019 and the Parish Council has a hard copy for any Councillor that wishes to view it.
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16. Finance
16.1. Q1 Finance Update
Members received an update on the status of the Parish Council’s finances from 1st April 2019 –
30th June 2020.
Members NOTED the update. Cllrs Hitchcock and Lo Fan Hin signed the bank reconciliation,
bank statements, detailed payments and accounts, unpresented checks and working cashbook
handouts which are included as an appendix to these minutes and will be uploaded to the
‘Financial Reports’ section of the Parish Council website ensuring continued compliance with the
Transparency Code.
16.2. Payments since last meeting
The Council reviewed the list of payments to be paid this month as detailed below:
Payable to

Product/Service

Amount

Parish Clerk
Burleys
S Miles
LDALC
Glynde Estates
Lewes District Council

Parish Clerk Salary and expenses for July 2019
Removal of fallen branches at Hollow
Removal of dangerous limb at the Hollow
Lewes District Association of Local Councils Annual Subscription
Hollow rent from 24/06/19 - 23/12/19
Monthly Play Inspection for August 2019
62 pence additional for undercharge on invoice 6204810 as per Tracy
Edwards email of 23/07/19
Dog bags refill for Village Green dispenser
Urgent tree works at the Hollow
Amazon Gift voucher for photography services from Chairman's
allowance
Total:

£398.50
£228.00
£210.00
£20.00
£135.00
£18.00

Lewes District Council
JRB Enterprise Ltd
Tree Wizard
Mrs G Hazell

£0.62
£71.40
£2,960.00
£20.00
£4,061.52

It was RESOLVED that payments totalling £4,061.52 be made. Cllrs Hazell and Julian signed the
cheques, excluding the cheque for Cllr Hazell which was signed by Cllrs Turner and Lo Fan Hin.
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17. Consultations/Meetings/Activities
Defibrillator Training – Cllr Turner will confirm with the Hampden Arms Defibrillator Cause if they still
have places available, to be taken up by Cllrs Julian and Hazell.
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18. Date and location of next Council Meeting
It was NOTED that the next meeting would be an Ordinary Meeting of the Council on Tuesday 10th
September 2019 at 7.00 p.m. at the South Heighton Village Hall, Heighton Road.
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The meeting ended at 21.02pm
Signed:

Date:

Print Name: Cllr Paul Julian - Chairman South Heighton Parish Council
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South Heighton Parish Council Working Cashbook 2019-2020

South Heighton Parish Council Working Cashbook 2019-2020

