MINUTES OF THE SOUTH HEIGHTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON TUESDAY 9th April 2019 at 7.00 p.m.
AT THE VILLAGE HALL, HEIGHTON ROAD, SOUTH HEIGHTON
Present:
Councillors: P Julian, G Hazell, S Lo Fan Hin and A Turner
In Attendance: S Mills (Parish Clerk)
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1. Public Participation
There were 3 members of the public present.
Mr Miles Holford spoke in support of planning application SDNP/19/01837/DCOND [Agenda item
13] and gave an overview of the work to be completed under the application.
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2. Apologies
Apologies were received, and noted, from Cllr A Willey.
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3. To receive declarations of interest from Councillors in respect of items on the agenda
Cllr Turner declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 13 relating to planning application
TW/19/0025/TCA as the tree is near his neighbour’s property. There were no other declarations of
interest to note.
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4. Minutes
4.1. To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting on 12th March 2019
The Minutes of the meeting held on 12th March 2019, circulated prior to the meeting, were
AGREED and signed by the Chairman as a true record.
4.2. Matters Arising (not covered below)
There were no matters arising to note.
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5. Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman made the following announcements:
• The Chairman commented on the increasing number of caravans being left at the Hollow,
causing parking issues. The Investigating Officer had confirmed that the caravan would be
removed by 7pm on 8th April but was still in-situ as of 7pm on the 9th April. The Chairman will
follow this up with the investigating officer.
• The Chairman expressed the thanks of the Council to Mr Chris Myatt for organising a litter pick
in the village on Sunday 7th April and to all the residents who participated, including Cllrs
Hazell, Turner and Willey. 15 bags of rubbish were filled and disposed of by Mr Paul Norris. It
was agreed to send a letter of thanks to Mr Myatt and Mr Norris on behalf of the Council.
• The Chairman thanked all Members and the Clerk for their hard work over the past year; the
Council has achieved some great successes during it’s 4 year term, most notably the delivery
of the Hollow play park, and the Chairman thanked Members for their support since he had
taken office as Chairman.
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6. Denton and South Heighton Junior Football Club
The Chairman suspended standing orders to enable Members to receive an update from Jason
Novis of Denton and South Heighton Junior Football Club. Mr Novis spoke on planned works to
improve the quality of the football pitch including ground levelling, re-seeding, weed removal and
aeriation in October. Two donors have come forward to sponsor new changing rooms and issues
with the layout and storage facilities are being addressed. One donor has offered financial
assistance to help purchase a mowing tractor. The Chairman thanked Mr Novis for his update and
Standing Orders were resumed.
Members NOTED the update.
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7. Grass Cutting Schedule
The grass cutting schedule has not been received in time for the meeting, the Clerk will chase
Burleys to obtain a copy. Members reported that the twitten between Glynde Close and the A26
had not been mowed. The Clerk will report this to Burleys.
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8. Clerk’s Report
The Clerk has been updating the Council’s Asset Register, finances and files to ensure they are
transparent and compliant. The Clerk has also been preparing for the Council’s internal audit
which will take place on 7th May 2019 and the external audit following this. The Clerk would like to
express her thanks to Members for their continued support over her first full year in the role and
looks forward to building on the teamwork and success in the next Council term.
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9. The Hollow Project
9.1. Update on progress
Members received an update from the Chairman and Clerk confirming that the fencing around
the Hollow is now complete and is looking much smarter in addition to being much safer for
children playing in the play area and recreation ground. There is a new gate at the northern
entrance with disabled access. Still to complete are the installation of the water drinking
fountain, the new wooden play bridge and matting along the trim trail. The Chairman thanked
Cllr Turner for his kind donation of 3 trees to be planted at the Hollow. The Clerk received a
call from Denton and South Heighton Junior Football Club on Saturday reporting that the bolts
had come out of the roundabout in the play area. Cllr Turner attended site to make it safe and
the Clerk will report to Playsafe to be repaired.
Members NOTED the update.
9.2. Finance Update
Members received a financial statement of all invoices received in conjunction with the
Newhaven Community Fund Grant. The Clerk has received an invoice from LDC for
£24,633.01 and Impact Signs for £517.58. The invoice from Impact Signs will be presented for
payment at this meeting [see item 14.3], the invoice from LDC cannot be paid until the grant
payment has been received from ESCC. The Clerk submitted the invoice to ESCC for the
grant payment on 9th April; once payment has been received, the invoice to LDC can be paid.
This will bring the balance of the Newhaven Community Fund Grant to zero. The deposit from
LDC of £24,000 to cover the VAT element of payments which were not covered by the Grant
can only be paid back once the VAT claim has been received [see item 14.1].
Members NOTED the update.
9.3. Playground visit and awards
All Members agreed that, given the very positive feedback regarding the new play area, in
addition to the efficiency of the whole project, it would be a positive exercise to enquire about
any awards schemes that the play area or project could be entered into. The Clerk will look
into suitable awards.
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10. Village Green Project
Members received an update from Cllr Turner and the Clerk. The fencing contractor has ordered
the new gate which takes 4 weeks to be delivered, he will contact the Clerk once received to
confirm when the fencing work will start. Cllr Turner will meet the contractor at the start of the work
to remove the Brands Close sign prior to the removal of the old fence. The next steps are to
consult with residents regarding potential improvements to the Green.
It was RESOLVED for Cllr Turner and the Clerk to prepare a flyer canvassing opinion on potential
improvements to be distributed at the Annual Parish Meeting and via the Parish Council
noticeboards, website and facebook page.
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11. Annual Parish Meeting
It was RESOLVED that Cllr Hazell will purchase tea, coffee and biscuits for the event and that the
Clerk will speak to Sophy Thorpe regarding borrowing chairs from the Village Hall to ensure
adequate seating.
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12. Local Election Update
The Clerk confirmed that the Returning Officer has declared a result of an uncontested election for
South Heighton Parish Council. The official result notice will be displayed on the Parish Council
noticeboards and website. The Parish Council still has 1 vacancy which can be filled by co-option
with 35 days of the day on which the election would have been held (2nd May 2019).
Members NOTED the update.
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13. Planning
Members reviewed the following planning applications:
• TW/19/0025/TCA - Rear Of 7 South View Terrace Heighton Road South Heighton - Fell and
remove poorly formed Sycamore tree that is likely to become increasingly unstable as rot sets
into the various forks.
Members agreed that, whilst the loss of any large tree is regrettable, the Glynde Estate had
completed a comprehensive review of the condition of the tree and, due to it’s poorly formed
nature and instability, the only option is to remove it.
It was RESOLVED to present no objection to this application.
• SDNP/19/01837/DCOND - Garden House Norton Road Norton BN25 2UN - Approval of
condition 3 (roof lights) of application SDNP/19/00917/FUL [This application was not included
on the agenda for this meeting and consideration will be ratified by the Council at the next
meeting].
The Chairman noted that Mr Holford has previously attended a meeting of South Heighton
Parish Council on 19th February 2019 and gave a very comprehensive overview of the planned
works; the Chairman thanked Mr Holford for taking the time to attend again. Members
reviewed the application and plans and, after clarification of the size of the porch, agreed that
the amended plans were as expected.
It was RESOLVED to present no objection to this application.
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14. Finance
14.1. Year-End Financial Position
The Clerk presented Members with an overview of the year-end financial status of the Parish
Council’s Working Cashbook and Bank Accounts [Appendix 1]. The data presented included the
Annual Return figures which will be reviewed by the internal auditor on 7th May 2019 and
presented to the Council for approval at the Annual Council Meeting on 14th May 2019.
Members NOTED the update on the finances for the Council for the 2018-2019 financial year.
Councillors Julian and Turner signed the bank reconciliation and bank statements.
The Clerk presented the VAT return totalling £27,062.04 and explained that the large value was
due to VAT incurred by the Hollow Project.
It was RESOLVED to approve the VAT return for £27,062.04 and Cllrs Julian and Turner signed
the VAT claim.
14.2. Year-End Financial Return
The Clerk has received the year-end financial return forms and has confirmed with the auditor
that, for the 2018-2019 financial year, the Council does not meet the exemption criteria for a
smaller authority as the Council’s payments and receipts were greater than £25k due to the
Hollow Project Grant. The Council’s internal audit is scheduled for 7th May 2019, during which
the annual return figures, in addition to the Council’s Governance, will be reviewed and the
results presented to Members at the Annual Council Meeting on 14th May 2019.
14.3. Payments since last meeting
The Council reviewed the list of payments to be paid this month circulated at the meeting as
detailed in the table below:
Cheque payable to
Parish Clerk
Tansleys Printers

SLCC
ESALC Ltd

Product/Service
Parish Clerk Salary for February 2019, stationery and expenses
Spring 2019 Newsletter
New signs for the Hollow (to be deducted from Newhaven Community
Fund Grant)
1 Yr Membership
ESALC & NALC subscription 2019/2020

ESCC

Supply and maintenance of 24 street lights

LDC

Play inspections for April 2019

Impact Signs

Minutes of the South Heighton Parish Council Meeting held on 12th March 2019

Amount
£344.97
£130.00
£517.58
£89.00
£302.95
£1,947.10
£18.00
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LDC

Final Hollow Project Invoice (to be deducted from the Newhaven
Community Fund Grant). To be paid by electronic transfer once funds
received from ESCC.
Total:

£24,633.01
£27,982.61

It was RESOLVED that payments totalling £27,982.61 be made. Cllrs Hazell and Lo Fan Hin signed
the cheques.
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15. District/County/Parish Councillor Reports
• No District or County Councillor reports had been received.
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16. Consultations/Meetings/Activities
No consultations have been received.
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17. Date and location of next Council Meeting
It was NOTED that the next meeting would be the Annual Meeting of the Council on Tuesday 14th May
2019 at 7.00 p.m. at the South Heighton Village Hall, Heighton Road.
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The meeting ended at 8.50pm
Signed:

Date:

Print Name: Cllr Paul Julian - Chairman South Heighton Parish Council
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