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Present: Councillors P Julian (Chairman), D Gravenor, G Hazell, S Hitchcock, S Lo Fan 

Hin and A Turner. 
In Attendance: S Carter (Parish Clerk) 

2 Members of the Public and Councillors Emily O’Brien, Johnny Denis, Julie Carr 
 

Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting 4th May 2021 
 
Welcome and Chairman’s Report 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, introducing the councillors, vice Chair and new Clerk.  
The Chairman advised that the previous Clerk, Stephanie Mills is leaving to join South Downs National Park – the 
chairman and whole council thank Stephanie for her service and wish her well in her new position. 
The recent audit had been very successful with no issues found, 
The roof of the playhouse at the Hollow had been vandalised during the year, this was announced on Facebook and 
Londis (Newhaven) and an independent roofing company very kindly made donations of roofing materials and the roof 
has now been repaired. 
The benches in the Hollow are being renovated by the councillors. Thanks to Day Group who donated the materials for 
this and also the green litterbin for the village green.  
Ide Verde have donated time and seeds for a wildflower section on the village green for which we are also grateful. 
Our Christmas tree received many lovely comments and featured in the Sussex Express as the council decided to let 
the tree remain until Candlemas in February.  Christmas 2021, all being well, we will invite Father Christmas for our 
carol singing event in Denton Hall. 
 
Jo Shiner – Chief Constable – Sussex Police:  
Chief Constable Shiner advised that she has set three main priorities;  
 Protect Communities, managing perceptions about crime and antisocial behaviour, and giving confidence that her 

team is resourced and protected to undertake their job also highlighting the significant increase to assaults on 
Police Officers. The aim is to prevent a crime happening and a back to basics attitude has been set to get Police and 
public engaging with local visible Policing. 

 Catch Criminals, Chief Constable Shiner believes strongly in rehabilitation but also acknowledges that for some 
people this just does not work. A Specialist Enforcement Unit has been created with officers with advanced skills to 
take the most dangerous criminals off of the roads as most criminals use the roads for some part of their crime. 

 Deliver Outstanding Service, Chief Constable Shiner talked about; honestly communicating, being seen taking 
action around anti-social behaviour, being able to be safe on the roads, safeguarding the most vulnerable. Learning 
from mistakes in a complex and difficult environment. 

 
Cllr Twaites spoke concerning the A26 and how dangerous it is with respect to bikers. Chief Constable Shiner advised 
that there is a focus on dangerous and/or noisy bikers. There are various strands in place to challenge biking 
behaviours. One method is to use unmarked cars and bikes in areas where there are known issues. Cllr Twaites 
advised that he felt there was a need for a campaign similar to the previous “think once, think twice, think bike” 
campaign. Chief Constable Shiner said that she would take this away. 
Cllr Julian mentioned the increasing amount of abandoned vehicles and noisy bikes.  Chief Constable Shiner requested 
that Cllr Julian emails the specifics. 
 
Inspector Justin Ingham – Sussex Police 
Justin advised that there is an increased amount of work to target off road incidents using off roads vehicles/bikes and 
a drone. Justin highlighted how useful it is for any intelligence to be fed to his team by the community  
Cllr Julian specifically asked for his thanks to be acknowledged for the hard work undertaken by Jules Nicholson 
Cllr Carr asked how people should get in touch – in the first instance, if a situation is occurring “live” then use of 999, 
otherwise to contact Justin or his people. Justin will issue contact details. 
 

parishcouncil@southheighton-pc.org.uk  07432 478247  www.southheighton-pc.org.uk 
South Heighton Parish Council 

Chairman: Cllr Paul Julian  Clerk: Steve Carter, 84 Barnett Road, Brighton BN1 7GH 
 



 

Page 2 of 2 

Chief Constable Shiner closed saying Policing works best when everyone works together and thanked the councillors 
for how active we are as a council. 
 
Cllr Julian thanked Jo for attending and her message 
 
Andy Strickland  - Neighbourhood First 
Andy described his role as “someone who goes in to the community and does things” ranging from fly tips, to car 
removals, park inspections, open space inspections… the connection between the community and the council. Andy 
explained how sometimes he will have to say no – such as fly tipping on private land, but otherwise he sees his role as 
someone to help when he can. Andy is based in Newhaven and is happy to meet up, get to know the people and the 
area. 
Cllr Hitchcock and Cllr O’Brien thanked Andy on behalf of the Parish for all of his work, especially how prompt he is in 
reacting to issues. 
Andy advised the best way to report things is to use the “report it” app, but is happy to take calls directly as well. 
Cllr Julian thanked Andy for his attendance and his message 
 
Cllr Julian thanked the South Heighton Councillors, Cllr O’Brien, Cllr Denis, Cllr Carr and members of the public for their 
attendance and support. 
 
The meeting  closed at 19:53 
 
 


