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MINUTES OF THE SOUTH HEIGHTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON TUESDAY 19th FEBRUARY 2019 at 7.00 p.m. 

AT THE VILLAGE HALL, HEIGHTON ROAD, SOUTH HEIGHTON 
 

Present: Councillors: P Julian, G Hazell, S Lo Fan Hin and A Turner 
In Attendance: S Mills (Parish Clerk) 
                          

 

SHPC 
19-018 

1. Public Participation 
There was 1 member of the public present.  Mr Holford spoke regarding an upcoming planning 
application on a property in Norton to install a ground source heat pump which will require drilling bore 
holes approximately 100-150m deep to extract heat from the ground to provide home heating and hot 
water. Planning permission is only required for the building of a 3.7m x 1m plant room under the 
current porch area of the property in addition to 3 small roof lights and 2 wood burners to be used as a 
back-up heating source.  The Chairman thanked Mr Holford for taking the time to approach the Council 
prior to the application being submitted which will make the Councils deliberations much easier once 
the planning application is received. 
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19-019 

2. Apologies 
Apologies were received, and noted, from Cllr A Willey. 
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3. To receive declarations of interest from Councillors in respect of items on the agenda 
There were no declarations of interest to note.  
 

SHPC 
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4. Minutes 
4.1. To Approve and sign the minutes of the meeting on 15th January 2019 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 15th January 2019, circulated prior to the meeting, were AGREED 
and signed by the Chairman as a true record.   
 
4.2. Matters Arising (not covered below) 
The Clerk has spoken to Brighton and Hove buses, regarding the 12x service, who have confirmed 
that this is a limited stop service and they have no plans to add in any additional stops at present.  
The Clerk spoke with the Clerk at Newhaven Town Council regarding the bus stop directly outside 
Paradise Park.  The NTC Clerk confirmed that she has already been speaking with ESCC Highways 
regarding this and a potential siting of a hard surface and bus shelter as part of ongoing 
improvements to the pavements around Avis Road which will include the provision of a cycle path.  
ESCC Highways have currently quoted approximately £8,000 per bus stop.  NTC have asked if South 
Heighton would be able to contribute to this cost.  Members agreed that £8,000 per bus stop seemed 
an excessive amount for the provision of hard standing and a bus shelter and that, being a small 
Council, they would not be able to contribute to this within the next financial year.  The Clerk will report 
this to NTC and convey that, whilst residents of South Heighton would be delighted with a bus stop, 
the main issue is that the bus stop is currently sited on grass which is prone to be muddy and slippery 
and hard standing would be sufficient to resolve this issue. 
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5. Chairman’s Announcements 
The Chairman made the following announcements 

• The Chairman had spent the morning at Sussex Police Command and Control Room as part of 
the ongoing transformation programme to enhance understanding of how Sussex Police 
receives and handles calls.  The visit was very interesting and informative and an article 
regarding the visit will be placed within the next newsletter and Parish Council website. 

• The Parish Council received a message from a resident who was concerned for the welfare of 
another elderly resident.  The Chair called the Police Control Room and the PCSO made a 
welfare check. 
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6. Denton Community Challenge 
Members reviewed an invitation to take part in this year’s Denton Community Challenge.  It was 
RESOLVED that, whilst the Parish Council have greatly enjoyed taking part in the Denton Community 
Challenge in previous years, due to the upcoming local elections and other outstanding commitments, 
it will not be possible for the Council to take part this year.  Members wish the Denton Community 
Challenge every success with this wonderful community initiative. 
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SHPC 
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7. Banner Advertising Request 
Members reviewed a request from the South Heighton Village Hall Management Committee to place 
banners at the Hollow and Village Green advertising their main events throughout the year including 
the bonfire, summer fete and jumble sales for 1 week prior to the event.  
It was RESOLVED to approve the request providing that the banners are securely fixed with ties only, 
no nails or tacs, and that all ties are fully removed once the banners are taken down.  The SHVHMC 
will be liable for any damage to the fence caused directly by the banner.   
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8. Clerk’s Report 
Members received an update on business-in-progress since the last meeting as outlined in the report 
provided to Members before the meeting.   
 
The Clerk gave an overview of the new Parish Council website which the Clerk has redesigned.  The 
Clerk has uploaded all current policies and procedures to the new website under a new ‘Policies and 
Procedures’ page and has created a new, clearer, section for finances to ensure the Council is 
compliant under the transparency code.  The agendas and minutes now sit together under a new 
‘Agendas and Minutes’ page making it easier to find historic copies.  The website is now optimised for 
mobile viewing which means much easier access from a mobile device or tablet.  The website 
continues to be hosted with the same provider at no additional cost and all of the design and data 
transfer was done by the Clerk at no additional cost to the Council. 
 
The Clerk has received correspondence from SHVHMC regarding hazardous parking by attendees to 
events held at the Hollow/Village Hall during busy periods such as football matches and jumble sales 
including parking on the triangle of grass outside the Hollow.  Members have raised the topic of 
imposing some form of parking restrictions previously but local resident were overwhelmingly against 
it.  The Clerk will add an article to the next newsletter to garner local opinion regarding the issue and 
how best to tackle it. 
 
Members NOTED the report and the Chairman thanked the Clerk for the extensive time and effort she 
has put into building the new website and saving the Council in the region of £600-£750 which it had 
been quoted by suppliers to design a new website and transfer historic data.   
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9. The Hollow Project 
9.1. Update on progress 

Cllr Hazell, Cllr Turner and the Clerk met with Chris Bibb of LDC on Wednesday 30th January at 
the Hollow to discuss the remaining work to be done against the original project scope including 
some additional tree planting, further replacement fencing, repair or replacement of the wooden 
play bridge and the installation of a water filling station as the nearest area to obtain water during 
hot weather is some distance away.  Chris Bibb agreed to obtain quotes for the above. 
Members NOTED the update and the Chairman asked the Clerk to pass the thanks of the Council 
onto Chris Bibb for attending the meeting and arranging the quotes. 

 
9.2. Finance Update 

Members reviewed the quotes obtained by LDC for the above works as follows: 

• Bramble and shrub clearance along the western and northern edges of the hollow, removal of 
old fencing and replacement with new fencing - £8,077.60 

• Paving around entrance and bin area - £882.30 

• Tree planting - £526 

• Removal of old fencing and replacement fencing around play area - £3,850 

• Matting under trim trail - £600 

• Outdoor bottle filling station, delivery and installation to mains - £4,038.00 
Once the quotes have been deducted from the Newhaven Community Fund Grant, a balance of 
£2,984.93 remains.  Chris Bibb will obtain the final quotes to be presented by the next Parish 
Council meeting to use the remaining grant balance.    
It was RESOLVED to approve the quotes above as presented. 
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10. Village Green Project 
Members received an update regarding the Village Green Project.  Cllr Turner had a visit from Paul 
Tilley, Estate Services Officer for Guinness Trust, who has been arranging for work to be done to the 
trees and shrubs around the Guinness Trust edge of the village green.  The trees and brambles at the 
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western end of the green have been pruned and the small branches along the fence have been 
removed.  Work is now underway to tidy and prune along the twitten beside the car park.   
Members reviewed a quote from LDC for replacing the dilapidated fencing around the village green.   
It was RESOLVED that Cllr Turner will approach Paradise Park regarding providing some free plants 
for this local community space.  The Chairman will look into the feasibility of removing the fencing 
around the tree on the village green now that it has become established.  The Clerk will obtain 1 
further quote for the fencing to ensure the Parish Council is obtaining the best price and quality. 

SHPC 
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11. Annual Parish Meeting 
The Chairman confirmed that the Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner, Katy Bourne, will be 
attending the annual parish meeting on Monday 20th May 2019.  The Clerk distributed a draft poster 
advertising the meeting. 
It was RESOLVED to approve the poster with agreed amendments.  The Clerk will place this on the 
Parish Council website and Facebook page and it will be printed to be displayed on the noticeboards.  
The Clerk will contact SHVHMC regarding the possibility of borrowing some chairs from the Village 
Hall for the event. 
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12. The Hollow Signage 
Members reviewed a quote for production of new entrance and no-dog signs to be displayed at 
The Hollow.   
It was RESOLVED to approve the costs for 2 x A3 landscape entrance sign at a net cost of £74.73 
each and 4 x A4 no dog signs at a net cost of £52.39 each.  
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13. Spring/Summer Newsletter 
It was RESOLVED to approve the format of the Spring/Summer newsletter as A4 folded into 3 at a 
maximum printing cost of £150 to be delivered by the end of March 2019 and to contain the 
following articles: 

• Update since the last newsletter 

• Update on the Hollow Project 

• Update on the Village Green Project 

• Dog fouling on the Village Green 

• Parking issues around the Hollow 

• Local Elections 

• The Chairman’s visit to the Sussex Police Command and Control Room 

• The Annual Parish Meeting 

• Upcoming community events 

• Contact details for the Council 
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14. Planning 
It was RESOLVED to approve the following comments to be submitted to the SDNPA: 

• SDNP/19/00333/DCOND – no objections. 
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15. Finance 
15.1. Clerk’s Annual Salary Increment  

It was RESOLVED to approve the Clerk’s recommended annual salary increment within the 
same salary scale. 

 
15.2. Payments since last meeting 
The Council reviewed the list of payments to be paid this month circulated at the meeting as detailed 
in the table below: 

Name Cheque made 
payable 

Product/Service Amount 

Parish Clerk 
Parish Clerk Salary for February 2019, stationery expenses and 
home use allowance 

£346.18 

Playsafe Repair of playhouse roof (quote 34118) £300.00 

East Sussex Highways Refill of grit bin at Forward Close £129.60 

Lewes District Council Monthly play inspection 01/03/19-31/03/19 (invoice 6208053) £18.00 

Lewes District Council Monthly play inspection 01/02/19-28/02/19 (invoice 6207539) £18.00 

  Total: £811.78 
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It was RESOLVED that payments totalling £811.78 be made.  Cllrs Lo Fan Hin and Hazell signed the 
cheques.   
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16. District/County/Parish Councillor Reports 

• No District or County Councillor reports had been received. 

• The Clerk provided Members with an update from Maria Caulfield MP.  

• Cllr Turner and Cllr Hazell gave an update on the Veolia Group Liaison Meeting which they 
attended on 31st January 2019.  Cllr Turner raised a concern that Veolia have put in a request 
to use the space next to the old reclamation yard near Travis Perkins as additional parking for 
lorries.  The Parish Council will monitor the request as and when it is submitted. 
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17. Consultations/Meetings/Activities 
To consider a response the following: 
17.1. Possible locations for Nitrogen Dioxide Diffusion Tube for Air Quality Monitoring within 

the Parish 
It was RESOLVED to respond with the following potential locations: 

• West View Terrace 

• Firle Terrace  

• Hampden Gardens 
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18. Date and location of next Council Meeting 
It was NOTED that the next meeting would be on Tuesday 12th March 2019 at 7.00 p.m. at the South 
Heighton Village Hall, Heighton Road. 
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The meeting ended at 8:47pm 
 

Signed:          Date: 
 
Print Name: Cllr Paul Julian - Chairman South Heighton Parish Council 

 


